Journal Articles
2020

Reply to letter to the editor regarding New York's COVID-19
shelter-in-place and acute appendicitis in children
C. .. Kvasnovsky
Northwell Health, ckvasnovsky@northwell.edu

Y. Shi
B. Rich
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, brich@northwell.edu

R. D. Glick
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, rglick@northwell.edu

S. Z. Soffer
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, ssoffer@northwell.edu

See next page for additional authors

Follow this and additional works at: https://academicworks.medicine.hofstra.edu/articles
Part of the Surgery Commons

Recommended Citation
Kvasnovsky C., Shi Y, Rich B, Glick RD, Soffer SZ, Lipskar AM, Dolgin S, Bagrodia N, Prince JM, Sathya C, .
Reply to letter to the editor regarding New York's COVID-19 shelter-in-place and acute appendicitis in
children. . 2020 Jan 01; ():Article 7053 [ p.]. Available from: https://academicworks.medicine.hofstra.edu/
articles/7053. Free full text article.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine Academic
Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal Articles by an authorized administrator of Donald and Barbara
Zucker School of Medicine Academic Works. For more information, please contact academicworks@hofstra.edu.

Authors
C. .. Kvasnovsky, Y. Shi, B. Rich, R. D. Glick, S. Z. Soffer, A. M. Lipskar, S. Dolgin, N. Bagrodia, J. M. Prince,
C. Sathya, and +2 additional authors

This article is available at Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine Academic Works:
https://academicworks.medicine.hofstra.edu/articles/7053

Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with
free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the
company's public news and information website.

Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related
research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this
research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other
publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights
for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means
with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are
granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre
remains active.

YJPSU-59970; No of Pages 1
Journal of Pediatric Surgery xxx (xxxx) xxx

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Journal of Pediatric Surgery
journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jpedsurg

Reply to letter to the editor regarding New York's COVID-19
shelter-in-place and acute appendicitis in children
Dear Editor,
Thank you to Dr. Hassoun and colleagues [1] for their comments on
our manuscript [2]. The varying experiences across the New York area
during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic in our region highlight
how differences in access to care, transfers within and across hospital
networks, and rates of the disease within neighborhoods make it difﬁcult to track cases and efﬁciently allocate resources.
During the height of the pandemic in New York, our pediatric ER expanded its criteria to accommodate all patients more than 30 years of
age presenting with any disease process to help ofﬂoad the burden of
the adult hospital. Given this, and the hospital-wide shifts in care delivery, we are unable to compare our volumes during the pandemic to
prior years.
Further, we would hesitate to extrapolate our experience at Cohen's
during this unprecedented 5-week period to the underlying etiology of
acute appendicitis. Variation in case volumes and presentation may be
because of a wide host of reasons, as Hassoun and colleagues enumerate.
In normal times, parents of children with abdominal pain may variously
choose to present to their pediatrician, urgent care centers, and emergency departments of local and referral hospitals, to say nothing of the
expansion of virtual visits during the pandemic. The factors at play for

each individual family in deciding how, when, and where to seek medical care for an ill child are complex. A more comprehensive study of patients presenting with acute appendicitis, including all hospitals within
a large catchment region, would be useful to help tease out whether
total cases of appendicitis and rates of perforation were different during
the pandemic.
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